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Adams vs. Jefferson-John Ferling 2004-09-03 It was a contest of titans: John Adams and Thomas Jefferson,
two heroes of the Revolutionary era, once intimate friends, now icy antagonists locked in a fierce battle for
the future of the United States. The election of 1800 was a thunderous clash of a campaign that climaxed
in a deadlock in the Electoral College and led to a crisis in which the young republic teetered on the edge
of collapse. Adams vs. Jefferson is the gripping account of a turning point in American history, a dramatic
struggle between two parties with profoundly different visions of how the nation should be governed. The
Federalists, led by Adams, were conservatives who favored a strong central government. The Republicans,
led by Jefferson, were more egalitarian and believed that the Federalists had betrayed the Revolution of
1776 and were backsliding toward monarchy. The campaign itself was a barroom brawl every bit as
ruthless as any modern contest, with mud-slinging, scare tactics, and backstabbing. The low point came
when Alexander Hamilton printed a devastating attack on Adams, the head of his own party, in "fifty-four
pages of unremitting vilification." The stalemate in the Electoral College dragged on through dozens of
ballots. Tensions ran so high that the Republicans threatened civil war if the Federalists denied Jefferson
the presidency. Finally a secret deal that changed a single vote gave Jefferson the White House. A
devastated Adams left Washington before dawn on Inauguration Day, too embittered even to shake his
rival's hand. With magisterial command, Ferling brings to life both the outsize personalities and the hotly
contested political questions at stake. He shows not just why this moment was a milestone in U.S. history,
but how strongly the issues--and the passions--of 1800 resonate with our own time.
A Magnificent Catastrophe-Edward J. Larson 2007 A vivid retelling of the presidential election campaign
between John Adams and Thomas Jefferson describes the fierce rivalry that was called "America's Second
Revolution" and reveals the pivotal roles played by Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr. By the Pulitzer
Prize-winning author of Evolution. Reprint. 35,000 first printing.
Jefferson and Hamilton-John Ferling 2014-10-07 A spellbinding history of the epic rivalry that shaped our
republic: Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, and their competing visions for America.
America Afire-Bernard A. Weisberger 2011-07-19 America Afire is the powerful story of the election of
1800, arguably the most important election in America's history and certainly one of the most hotly
disputed. Former allies Adams and Jefferson, president versus vice president, Federalist versus
Republican, squared off in a vicious contest that resulted in broken friendships, scandals, riots, slander,
and jailings in the fourth presidential election under the Constitution.
Jefferson's Second Revolution-Susan Dunn 2004-09-09 An “excellent” history of the tumultuous early years
of American government, and a constitutional crisis sparked by the Electoral College (Booklist). In the
election of 1800, Federalist incumbent John Adams, and the elitism he represented, faced Republican
Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson defeated Adams but, through a quirk in Electoral College balloting, tied with
his own running mate, Aaron Burr. A constitutional crisis ensued. Congress was supposed to resolve the
tie, but would the Federalists hand over power peacefully to their political enemies, to Jefferson and his
Republicans? For weeks on end, nothing was certain. The Federalists delayed and plotted, while
Republicans threatened to take up arms. In a way no previous historian has done, Susan Dunn illuminates
this watershed moment in American history. She captures its great drama, gives us fresh, finely drawn
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portraits of the founding fathers, and brilliantly parses the enduring significance of the crisis. The year
1800 marked the end of Federalist elitism, pointed the way to peaceful power shifts, cleared a place for
states’ rights in the political landscape—and set the stage for the Civil War. “Dunn, a scholar of
eighteenth-century American history, has provided a valuable reminder of an election in which the stakes
were truly enormous and the political vituperation was far more poisonous than the relatively moderate
attacks heard today. . . . An excellent work that effectively explains this critical contest that shaped the
history of the new republic.” —Booklist “Dunn does a superb job of recounting the campaign, its cast of
characters, and the election’s bizarre conclusion in Congress. That tense standoff could have plunged the
country into a disastrous armed conflict, Dunn explains, but instead cemented the legitimacy of peaceful,
if not smooth, transfers of power.” —Publishers Weekly “Dunn simultaneously teaches and enthralls with
her eloquent, five-sensed descriptions of the people and places that shaped our democracy.”
—Entertainment Weekly
A Leap in the Dark-John Ferling 2003-06-12 It was an age of fascinating leaders and difficult choices, of
grand ideas eloquently expressed and of epic conflicts bitterly fought. Now comes a brilliant portrait of
the American Revolution, one that is compelling in its prose, fascinating in its details, and provocative in
its fresh interpretations. In A Leap in the Dark, John Ferling offers a magisterial new history that surges
from the first rumblings of colonial protest to the volcanic election of 1800. Ferling's swift-moving
narrative teems with fascinating details. We see Benjamin Franklin trying to decide if his loyalty was to
Great Britain or to America, and we meet George Washington when he was a shrewd planter-businessman
who discovered personal economic advantages to American independence. We encounter those who
supported the war against Great Britain in 1776, but opposed independence because it was a "leap in the
dark." Following the war, we hear talk in the North of secession from the United States. The author offers
a gripping account of the most dramatic events of our history, showing just how closely fought were the
struggle for independence, the adoption of the Constitution, and the later battle between Federalists and
Democratic-Republicans. Yet, without slowing the flow of events, he has also produced a landmark study
of leadership and ideas. Here is all the erratic brilliance of Hamilton and Jefferson battling to shape the
new nation, and here too is the passion and political shrewdness of revolutionaries, such as Samuel Adams
and Patrick Henry, and their Loyalist counterparts, Joseph Galloway and Thomas Hutchinson. Here as well
are activists who are not so well known today, men like Abraham Yates, who battled for democratic
change, and Theodore Sedgwick, who fought to preserve the political and social system of the colonial
past. Ferling shows that throughout this period the epic political battles often resembled today's politics
and the politicians--the founders--played a political hardball attendant with enmities, selfish motivations,
and bitterness. The political stakes, this book demonstrates, were extraordinary: first to secure
independence, then to determine the meaning of the American Revolution. John Ferling has shown himself
to be an insightful historian of our Revolution, and an unusually skillful writer. A Leap in the Dark is his
masterpiece, work that provokes, enlightens, and entertains in full measure.
Setting the World Ablaze-John E. Ferling 2002 Setting the World Ablaze is the story of the American
Revolution and of the three Founders who played crucial roles in winning the War of Independence and
creating a new nation: George Washington, John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson. Braiding three strands
into one rich narrative, John Ferling brings these American icons down from their pedestals to show them
as men of flesh and blood, and in doing so gives us a new understanding of the passion and uncertainty of
the struggle to form a new nation. A leading historian of the Revolutionary era, Ferling draws upon an
unsurpassed command of the primary sources and a talent for swiftly moving narrative to give us intimate
views of each of these men. He shows us both the overarching historical picture of the era and a gripping
sense of how these men encountered the challenges that faced them. We see Washington, containing a
profound anger at British injustice within an austere demeanor; Adams, far from home, struggling with
severe illness and French duplicity in his crucial negotiations in Paris; and Jefferson, distracted and
indecisive, confronting uncertainties about his future in politics. John Adams, in particular, emerges from
the narrative as the most under-appreciated hero of the Revolution, while Jefferson is revealed as the most
overrated, yet most eloquent, of the Founders. Setting the World Ablaze shows in dramatic detail how
these conservative men--successful members of the colonial elite--were transformed into radical
revolutionaries.
Worst of Friends-Suzanne Tripp Jurmain 2011-12-08 John Adams and Thomas Jefferson were good friends
with very different personalities. But their differing views on how to run the newly created United States
turned them into the worst of friends. They each became leaders of opposing political parties, and their
rivalry followed them to the White House. Full of both history and humor, this is the story of two of
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America's most well-known presidents and how they learned to put their political differences aside for the
sake of friendship.
Friends Divided-Gordon S. Wood 2017-10-24 A New York Times Book Review Notable Book of 2017 From
the great historian of the American Revolution, New York Times-bestselling and Pulitzer-winning Gordon
Wood, comes a majestic dual biography of two of America's most enduringly fascinating figures, whose
partnership helped birth a nation, and whose subsequent falling out did much to fix its course. Thomas
Jefferson and John Adams could scarcely have come from more different worlds, or been more different in
temperament. Jefferson, the optimist with enough faith in the innate goodness of his fellow man to be
democracy's champion, was an aristocratic Southern slaveowner, while Adams, the overachiever from
New England's rising middling classes, painfully aware he was no aristocrat, was a skeptic about popular
rule and a defender of a more elitist view of government. They worked closely in the crucible of revolution,
crafting the Declaration of Independence and leading, with Franklin, the diplomatic effort that brought
France into the fight. But ultimately, their profound differences would lead to a fundamental crisis, in
their friendship and in the nation writ large, as they became the figureheads of two entirely new forces,
the first American political parties. It was a bitter breach, lasting through the presidential administrations
of both men, and beyond. But late in life, something remarkable happened: these two men were nudged
into reconciliation. What started as a grudging trickle of correspondence became a great flood, and a
friendship was rekindled, over the course of hundreds of letters. In their final years they were the last
surviving founding fathers and cherished their role in this mighty young republic as it approached the half
century mark in 1826. At last, on the afternoon of July 4th, 50 years to the day after the signing of the
Declaration, Adams let out a sigh and said, "At least Jefferson still lives." He died soon thereafter. In fact,
a few hours earlier on that same day, far to the south in his home in Monticello, Jefferson died as well.
Arguably no relationship in this country's history carries as much freight as that of John Adams of
Massachusetts and Thomas Jefferson of Virginia. Gordon Wood has more than done justice to these
entwined lives and their meaning; he has written a magnificent new addition to America's collective story.
The Birth of Modern Politics-Lynn Hudson Parsons 2011 Presents a detailed analysis of the 1828
presidential campaign between southwestern frontiersman Andrew Jackson and New England aristocrat
John Quincy Adams that officially established a pattern in which two nationally organized political parties
would vie for power against one another.
John Adams-John Ferling 2010-02-09 John Ferling has nearly forty years of experience as a historian of
early America. The author of acclaimed histories such as A Leap into the Dark and Almost a Miracle, he
has appeared on many TV and film documentaries on this pivotal period of our history. In John Adams: A
Life, Ferling offers a compelling portrait of one of the giants of the Revolutionary era. Drawing on
extensive research, Ferling depicts a reluctant revolutionary, a leader who was deeply troubled by the
warfare that he helped to make, and a fiercely independent statesman. The book brings to life an exciting
time, an age in which Adams played an important political and intellectual role. Indeed, few were more
instrumental in making American independence a reality. He performed yeoman's service in the
Continental Congress during the revolution and was a key figure in negotiating the treaty that brought
peace following the long War of Independence. He held the highest office in the land and as president he
courageously chose to pursue a course that he thought best for the nation, though it was fraught with
personal political dangers. Adams emerges here a man full of contradictions. He could be petty and
jealous, but also meditative, insightful, and provocative. In private and with friends he could be engagingly
witty. He was terribly self-centered, but in his relationship with his wife and children his shortcomings
were tempered by a deep, abiding love. John Ferling's masterful John Adams: A Life is a singular
biography of the man who succeeded George Washington in the presidency and shepherded the fragile
new nation through the most dangerous of times.
Founding Brothers-Joseph J. Ellis 2003-12-16 In this landmark work of history and winner of the Pulitzer
Prize, Joseph J. Ellis explores how a group of greatly gifted but deeply flawed individuals—Hamilton, Burr,
Jefferson, Franklin, Washington, Adams, and Madison—confronted the overwhelming challenges before
them to set the course for our nation. The United States was more a fragile hope than a reality in 1790.
During the decade that followed, the Founding Fathers—re-examined here as Founding
Brothers—combined the ideals of the Declaration of Independence with the content of the Constitution to
create the practical workings of our government. Through an analysis of six fascinating
episodes—Hamilton and Burr’s deadly duel, Washington’s precedent-setting Farewell Address, Adams’
administration and political partnership with his wife, the debate about where to place the capital,
Franklin’s attempt to force Congress to confront the issue of slavery and Madison’s attempts to block him,
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and Jefferson and Adams’ famous correspondence—Founding Brothers brings to life the vital issues and
personalities from the most important decade in our nation’s history.
The Great Decision-Cliff Sloan 2009 Examines the events that led up to the historic case, Marbury vs.
Madison, and the important work of John Marshall who empowered the Supreme Court and reestablished
the concept of separation of powers, forever impacting the formative years of the United States and
pulling the government back from the real possibility of a second revolution.
Almost a Miracle-John E. Ferling 2009 Describes the military history of the American Revolution and the
grim realities of the eight-year conflict while offering descriptions of the major engagements on land and
sea and the decisions that influenced the course of the war.
U.S. History-P. Scott Corbett 2017-12-19 Published by OpenStax College, U.S. History covers the breadth
of the chronological history of the United States and also provides the necessary depth to ensure the
course is manageable for instructors and students alike. U.S. History is designed to meet the scope and
sequence requirements of most courses. The authors introduce key forces and major developments that
together form the American experience, with particular attention paid to considering issues of race, class
and gender. The text provides a balanced approach to U.S. history, considering the people, events and
ideas that have shaped the United States from both the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and
bottom up (eyewitness accounts, lived experience).
American Dialogue-Joseph J. Ellis 2018-10-16 The award-winning author of Founding Brothers and The
Quartet now gives us a deeply insightful examination of the relevance of the views of George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and John Adams to some of the most divisive issues in America today.
The story of history is a ceaseless conversation between past and present, and in American Dialogue
Joseph J. Ellis focuses the conversation on the often-asked question "What would the Founding Fathers
think?" He examines four of our most seminal historical figures through the prism of particular topics,
using the perspective of the present to shed light on their views and, in turn, to make clear how their now
centuries-old ideas illuminate the disturbing impasse of today's political conflicts. He discusses Jefferson
and the issue of racism, Adams and the specter of economic inequality, Washington and American
imperialism, Madison and the doctrine of original intent. Through these juxtapositions--and in his hallmark
dramatic and compelling narrative voice--Ellis illuminates the obstacles and pitfalls paralyzing
contemporary discussions of these fundamentally important issues.
John Adams-David McCullough 2008-01-29 Chronicles the life of America's second president, including his
youth, his career as a Massachusetts farmer and lawyer, his marriage to Abigail, his rivalry with Thomas
Jefferson, and his influence on the birth of the United States.
The Education of John Adams-Richard B. Bernstein 2020 ""Let us dare to read, think, speak and write...."
In 1765, John Adams, a twenty-nine-year-old Massachusetts lawyer, pondered the crisis engulfing Great
Britain and its North American colonies. In his view, the dispute's focus was how the British Empire was to
be governed under the unwritten English constitution. To address that problem, Adams drafted a
pamphlet, "A Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Law." He likened Britain's abuse of its authority over
the colonists to the enslavement of medieval Europe by kings and lords allied with the Roman Catholic
Church. Juxtaposing dangers past and present, he warned that a new tyranny was on the horizon, but, he
added, the colonists had means to resist it. Knowledge of American rights under the English constitution,
he maintained, would bolster American resistance: "This spirit [of liberty], however, without knowledge,
would be little better than a brutal rage. Let us tenderly and kindly cherish, therefore, the means of
knowledge. Let us dare to read, think, speak and write." 1 Adams's exhortation to his readers illuminated
his life, his part in the American Revolution, and his role in the evolution of American constitutionalism. In
the American Revolution, the Founding Fathers fought in different ways and using different means. Adams
marshaled words and arguments in the American revolutionary cause. As lawyer, politician, legislator,
constitution-maker, diplomat, and executive, he mobilized legal and historical knowledge for the greater
good, drawing on the best of the past to save the future: Let every order and degree among the people
rouse their attention and animate their resolution. Let them all become attentive to the grounds and
principles of government, ecclesiastical and civil. Let us study the law of nature; search into the spirit of
the British constitution; read the histories of ancient ages; contemplate the great examples of Greece and
Rome; set before us the conduct of our own British ancestors, who have defended for us the inherent
rights of mankind against foreign and domestic tyrants and usurpers, against arbitrary kings and cruel
priests, in short, against the gates of earth and hell. Adams lived with books at his elbow and a pen in his
hand. Insatiably curious about the world around him, he educated himself and sought to teach his
contemporaries and posterity what he had learned. These lifelong processes of learning and teaching
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constitute the education of John Adams. 2 Previous studies of Adams use one of two competing approaches
to Adams, neither capturing his life's complexity or significance. Dazzled by his colorful personality, his
self-awareness, and his revealing himself on paper, most biographers stress Adams's character, some
reducing his constitutional and political advocacy and analysis to mere products of his internal conflicts. 3
The competing biographical school spotlights him as a constitutional and political thinker, rooted in an
intellectual tradition extending from Greece and Rome to the Enlightenment - but pushing his nonpolitical
life into the background.4 Deciding between character without ideas (reducing Adams to an idiosyncratic
volcano but ignoring his intellectual depth) and ideas without character (seeing Adams as a learned
intellectual but shortchanging his humanity) is a false choice. Juxtaposing his ideas with his character, this
book sets him within intersecting contexts - personal, regional, lawyerly, political, and intellectual - that
shaped his vision of the world and of his place in it. 5 Setting Adams in context deepens our understanding
of his life's personal dimension. Adams's resentments, explosions of temper, and paroxysms of vanity
become more comprehensible when we grasp why he felt and expressed himself that way. His outbursts,
voicing his sense of his virtues and failings, had roots in and resonated with his intellectual and cultural
contexts. Given, for example, that he and his contemporaries saw fame as this world's just reward for
service to the public good, and that his sense of fame resonated with the moral heritage of his Calvinist
roots, he had reasons to take personally efforts to denigrate his labors. Those seeking to deny him fame,
he thought, were trying to take away what he had earned. By denigrating him, they rejected the worth of
his labors and his arguments. 6 His battles with Benjamin Franklin, with Alexander Hamilton, and with
Thomas Jefferson were clashes of personality and of principled intellectual disputes about political theory
and practice."-Revolutionary Characters-Gordon S. Wood 2006-05-18 In this brilliantly illuminating group portrait of the
men who came to be known as the Founding Fathers, the incomparable Gordon Wood has written a book
that seriously asks, "What made these men great?" and shows us, among many other things, just how
much character did in fact matter. The life of each—Washington, Adams, Jefferson, Franklin, Hamilton,
Madison, Paine—is presented individually as well as collectively, but the thread that binds these portraits
together is the idea of character as a lived reality. They were members of the first generation in history
that was self-consciously self-made men who understood that the arc of lives, as of nations, is one of moral
progress.
John Adams Vs Thomas Paine-Jett B. Conner 2017-11-20 John Adams vs Thomas Paine: Rival Plans for the
Early Republic by historian Jett B. Conner explores how the two rivals helped shape America's first
constitutions--the Articles of Confederation and those of several states-- and how they continued
contributing to American political thought as it developed during the so-called "critical period" between
the adoption of the Articles of Confederation and the start of the Constitutional Convention of 1787. It also
focuses on the creation of our democratic republic and compares Paine's and Adams's approaches to
structuring constitutions to ensure free government while guarding against abuses of power and the
excesses of democratic majorities.
Apostles of Revolution-John Ferling 2018-05-15 From acclaimed historian John Ferling, the story of
Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Paine, and James Monroe's involvement in the American and French
Revolutions and their quest for sweeping change in both America and Europe. Thomas Jefferson, Thomas
Paine, and James Monroe hazarded all in quest of revolutions. As founding fathers, they risked their lives
and their liberty for American independence, and as reformers, each rejoiced at the opportunity to be part
of the French Revolution, praying that it in turn would inspire others to sweep away Europe's monarchies
and titled nobilities. For these three men, real revolution would lead to substantive political and social
alterations and an escape from royal and aristocratic rule. But as the eighteenth century unfolded, these
three separated onto different routes to revolution-two became soldiers, two became writers, and two
became statesmen-and their united cause but divided means reshaped their country and the Western
world. Apostles of Revolution spans a crucial time in Western Civilization. The era ranged from the
American insurgency against Great Britain to the Declaration of Independence, from desperate
engagements on American battlefields to the bloody Terror in France. It culminates with the tumultuous
election of 1800, the outcome of which – according to Jefferson – saved the American Revolution. Written
as a sweeping narrative of a turbulent and pivotal era, Apostles of the Revolution captures the spirit of our
founding fathers and the history of America and Europe's great turning point.
The First of Men-John E. Ferling 2010-02-04 Written by John Ferling, one of America's leading historians
of the Revolutionary era, The First of Men offers an illuminating portrait of George Washington's life, with
emphasis on his military and political career. Here is a riveting account that captures Washington in all
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his complexity, recounting not only Washington's familiar sterling qualities--courage, industry, ability to
make difficult decisions, ceaseless striving for self-improvement, love of his family and loyalty to friends-but also his less well known character flaws. Indeed, as Ferling shows, Washington had to overcome many
negative traits as he matured into a leader. The young Washington was accused of ingratitude and certain
of his letters from this period read as if they were written by "a pompous martinet and a whining, petulant
brat." As commander-in-chief of the Continental Army, he lost his temper more than once and indulged
flatterers. Aaron Burr found him "a boring, colorless person." As president, he often believed the worst
about individual officials. Ferling concludes that Washington's personality and temperament were those of
"a self-centered and self-absorbed man, one who since youth had exhibited a fragile self-esteem." And yet
he managed to realize virtually every grand design he ever conceived. Ferling's Washington is driven,
fired by ambition, envy, and dreams of fame and fortune. Yet his leadership and character galvanized the
American Revolution--probably no one else could have kept the war going until the master stroke at
Yorktown--and helped the fledgling nation take, and survive, its first unsteady steps. This superb
paperback makes available once again an unflinchingly honest and compelling biography of the father of
our country.
Rise to Rebellion-Jeff Shaara 2011-07-06 Jeff Shaara dazzled readers with his bestselling novels Gods and
Generals, The Last Full Measure, and Gone for Soldiers. Now the acclaimed author who illuminated the
Civil War and the Mexican-American War brilliantly brings to life the American Revolution, creating a
superb saga of the men who helped to forge the destiny of a nation. In 1770, the fuse of revolution is lit by
a fateful command "Fire!" as England's peacekeeping mission ignites into the Boston Massacre. The
senseless killing of civilians leads to a tumultuous trial in which lawyer John Adams must defend the very
enemy who has assaulted and abused the laws he holds sacred. The taut courtroom drama soon broadens
into a stunning epic of war as King George III leads a reckless and corrupt government in London toward
the escalating abuse of his colonies. Outraged by the increasing loss of their liberties, an extraordinary
gathering of America's most inspiring characters confronts the British presence with the ideals that will
change history. John Adams, the idealistic attorney devoted to the law, who rises to greatness by the
power of his words . . . Ben Franklin, one of the most celebrated men of his time, the elderly and
audacious inventor and philosopher who endures firsthand the hostile prejudice of the British government
. . . Thomas Gage, the British general given the impossible task of crushing a colonial rebellion without
starting an all-out war . . . George Washington, the dashing Virginian whose battle experience in the
French and Indian War brings him the recognition that elevates him to command of a colonial army . . .
and many other immortal names from the Founding Family of the colonial struggle - Abigail Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, Joseph Warren, Samuel Adams, Richard Henry Lee - captured as never before in their
full flesh-and-blood humanity. More than a powerful portrait of the people and purpose of the revolution,
Rise to Rebellion is a vivid account of history's most pivotal events. The Boston Tea Party, the battles of
Concord and Bunker Hill: all are recreated with the kind of breathtaking detail only a master like Jeff
Shaara can muster. His most impressive achievement, Rise to Rebellion reveals with new immediacy how
philosophers became fighters, ideas their ammunition, and how a scattered group of colonies became the
United States of America.
The Deadlocked Election of 1800-James Roger Sharp 2010 A vivid account of one of the most critical
elections in American history. Sheds new light on this crucial contest--and shows like no other work that
the success of the fragile new government under the Constitution was tentative at best.
Nation Builder-Charles N. Edel 2014-10-06 America’s rise from revolutionary colonies to a world power is
often treated as inevitable. But Charles N. Edel’s provocative biography of John Q. Adams argues that he
served as the central architect of a grand strategy whose ideas and policies made him a critical link
between the founding generation and the Civil War–era nation of Lincoln.
The Lost Founding Father: John Quincy Adams and the Transformation of American Politics-William J.
Cooper 2017-10-24 “A vivid and convincing account of one of the most significant—but too often
overlooked—figures in our history.”—Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of American Lion
Overshadowed by both his brilliant father and the brash and bold Andrew Jackson, John Quincy Adams has
long been dismissed as an aloof intellectual. Viciously assailed by Jackson and his populist mobs for being
both slippery and effete, Adams nevertheless recovered from defeat in 1828’s presidential election to lead
the nation as a lonely Massachusetts congressman in the fight against slavery. Award-winning historian
William J. Cooper’s “balanced, wellsourced, and accessible work” (Publishers Weekly) demonstrates that
Adams should be considered our lost Founding Father, his moral and political vision the final link to the
visionaries who created our nation. With his heroic arguments in the Amistad trial forever memorialized,
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Adams stood strong against the expansion of slavery that would send the nation hurtling into war. This
“well-crafted” (William McFeely) biography reveals Adams to be one of the most battered, but courageous
and inspirational, politicians in American history.
The Great Virginia Triumvirate-John P. Kaminski 2010-01-22 Three remarkable Virginians stand out in
their service to the new nation: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison. Kaminski
presents a series of biographical portraits that brings these three men remarkably to life for the modern
reader.
American Sanctuary-A. Roger Ekirch 2018-11-15 In 1797 the bloodiest mutiny ever suffered by the Royal
Navy took place on the British frigate HMS Hermione off the coast of Puerto Rico. Jonathan Robbins, a
reputed American sailor who had been impressed into service, made his way to American shores.
President John Adams bowed to Britain's request for his extradition. Convicted of murder and piracy by a
court-martial in Jamaica, Robbins was hanged. Adams's catastrophic miscalculation ignited a political
firestorm, only to be fanned by Robbins's failure to receive his constitutional rights of due process and
trial by jury by an American court. American Sanctuary brilliantly lays out in riveting detail the story of
how the Robbins affair, amid the turbulent presidential campaign of 1800, inflamed the new nation and set
in motion a constitutional crisis, resulting in Adams's defeat and Thomas Jefferson's election as the third
president of the United States. Robbins's martyrdom led directly to the country's historic decision to grant
political asylum to foreign refugees--a major achievement in fulfilling the promise of American
independence.
The Ascent of George Washington-John Ferling 2009-07-01 Perhaps the most revered American of all,
George Washington has long been considered a stoic leader who held himself above the fray of political
infighting. What has gone unnoticed about the much-researched life of Washington is that he was in fact a
consummate politician, as historian John Ferling shows in this revealing and provocative new book. As
leader of the Continental Army, Washington's keen political savvy enabled him not only to outwit superior
British forces, but--even more challenging--to manage the fractious and intrusive Continental Congress.
Despite dire setbacks early in the war, Washington deftly outmaneuvered rival generals and defused
dissent from officers below him, ending the war with the status of a national icon. His carefully burnished
reputation allowed Washington, as president, to lead the country under the guise of non-partisanship for
almost all of his eight years in office. Washington, Ferling argues, was not only one of America's most
adroit politicians, he was easily the most successful of all time--so successful, in fact, that he is no longer
thought of as having been political.
Liberty's First Crisis-Charles Slack 2015-03-03 “Slack engagingly reveals how the Federalist attack on the
First Amendment almost brought down the Republic . . . An illuminating book of American history” (Kirkus
Reviews, starred review). In 1798, with the United States in crisis, President John Adams and the
Federalists in control of Congress passed an extreme piece of legislation that made criticism of the
government and its leaders a crime punishable by heavy fines and jail time. From a loudmouth in a bar to
a firebrand politician to Benjamin Franklin’s own grandson, those victimized by the 1798 Sedition Act
were as varied as the country’s citizenry. But Americans refused to let their freedoms be so easily
dismissed: they penned fiery editorials, signed petitions, and raised “liberty poles,” while Vice President
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison drew up the infamous Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions, arguing
that the Federalist government had gone one step too far. Liberty’s First Crisis vividly unfolds these
pivotal events in the early life of the republic, as the Founding Fathers struggled to define America off the
page and preserve the freedoms they had fought so hard to create. “A powerful and engaging narrative . .
. Slack brings one of America’s defining crises back to vivid life . . . This is a terrific piece of history.” —Jon
Meacham, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Thomas Jefferson
The Failure of the Founding Fathers-Bruce A. Ackerman 2005 Provides a new understanding of the early
days of the Supreme Court and office of the President.
Fallen Founder-Nancy Isenberg 2007-05-10 From the author of White Trash, a controversial challenge to
the views of the Founding Fathers offered by Ron Chernow and David McCullough Lin-Manuel Miranda's
play "Hamilton" has reignited interest in the founding fathers; and it features Aaron Burr among its
vibrant cast of characters. With Fallen Founder, Nancy Isenberg plumbs rare and obscure sources to shed
new light on everyone's favorite founding villain. The Aaron Burr whom we meet through Isenberg's eyeopening biography is a feminist, an Enlightenment figure on par with Jefferson, a patriot, and—most
importantly—a man with powerful enemies in an age of vitriolic political fighting. Revealing the gritty
reality of eighteenth-century America, Fallen Founder is the authoritative restoration of a figure who ran
afoul of history and a much-needed antidote to the hagiography of the revolutionary era.
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ALEXANDER HAMILTON, American-Richard Brookhiser 2011-04-05 Alexander Hamilton is one of the
least understood, most important, and most impassioned and inspiring of the founding fathers. At last
Hamilton has found a modern biographer who can bring him to full-blooded life; Richard Brookhiser. In
these pages, Alexander Hamilton sheds his skewed image as the "bastard brat of a Scotch peddler," sex
scandal survivor, and notoriously doomed dueling partner of Aaron Burr. Examined up close, throughout
his meteoric and ever-fascinating (if tragically brief) life, Hamilton can at last be seen as one of the most
crucial of the founders. Here, thanks to Brookhiser's accustomed wit and grace, this quintessential
American lives again.
The Works of John Adams, Second President of the United States-John Adams 1851
First Ladies of the Republic-Jeanne E. Abrams 2019-11-15 How the three inaugural First Ladies defined
the role for future generations, and carved a space for women in America America’s first First
Ladies—Martha Washington, Abigail Adams, and Dolley Madison—had the challenging task of playing a
pivotal role in defining the nature of the American presidency to a fledgling nation and to the world. In
First Ladies of the Republic, Jeanne Abrams breaks new ground by examining their lives as a group. From
their visions for the future of the burgeoning new nation and its political structure, to ideas about family
life and matrimony, these three women had a profound influence on one another’s views as they created
the new role of presidential spouse. Martha, Abigail and Dolley walked the fine line between bringing
dignity to their lives as presidential wives, and supporting their husbands’ presidential agendas, while at
the same time, distancing themselves from the behavior, customs and ceremonies that reflected the
courtly styles of European royalty that were inimical to the values of the new republic. In the face of
personal challenges, public scrutiny, and sometimes vocal criticism, they worked to project a persona that
inspired approval and confidence, and helped burnish their husbands’ presidential reputations. The
position of First Lady was not officially authorized or defined, and the place of women in society was more
restricted than it is today. These capable and path-breaking women not only shaped their own roles as
prominent Americans and “First Ladies,” but also defined a role for women in public and private life in
America.
John Adams: Party of One-James Grant 2006-02-21 A comprehensive rendering of the life of the
revolutionary, founding father, and second U.S. president explores his origins as a son of Massachusetts
who crafted himself into an uncompromisingly ethical politician and social reformer.
America's Jubilee-Andrew Burstein 2007-12-18 In America's Jubilee distinguished historian Andrew
Burstein presents an engrossing narrative that takes us back to a pivotal year in American history, 1826,
when the reins of democracy were being passed from the last Revolutionary War heroes to a new
generation of leaders. Through brilliant sketches of selected individuals and events, Burstein creates an
evocative portrait of the hopes and fears of Americans fifty years after the Revolution. We follow an aged
Marquis de Lafayette on his triumphant tour of the country; and learn of the nearly simultaneous deaths of
John Adams and Thomas Jefferson on the 4th of July. We meet the ornery President John Quincy Adams,
the controversial Secretary of State Henry Clay, and the notorious hot-tempered General Andrew Jackson.
We also see the year through the eyes of a minister's wife, a romantic novelist, and even an intrepid wheel
of cheese. Insightful and lively, America's Jubilee captures an unforgettable time in the republic’s history,
when a generation embraced the legacy of its predecessors and sought to enlarge its role in America’s
story. From the Trade Paperback edition.
John Jay-Walter Stahr 2012-09-13 From the New York Times–bestselling author of Seward and Stanton
comes the definitive biography of John Jay: “Wonderful” (Walter Isaacson, New York Times–bestselling
author of Leonardo da Vinci). John Jay is central to the early history of the American Republic. Drawing on
substantial new material, renowned biographer Walter Stahr has written a full and highly readable
portrait of both the public and private man—one of the most prominent figures of the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries. “The greatest founders—such as Washington and Jefferson—have kept even
the greatest of the second tier of the nation’s founding generation in the shadows. But now John Jay,
arguably the most important of this second group, has found an admiring, skilled student in Stahr . . .
Since the last biography of Jay appeared 60 years ago, a mountain of new knowledge about the early
nation has piled up, and Stahr uses it all with confidence and critical detachment. Jay had a remarkable
career. He was president of the Continental Congress, secretary of foreign affairs, a negotiator of the
treaty that won the United States its independence in 1783, one of three authors of The Federalist Papers,
first chief justice of the Supreme Court and governor of his native New York . . . [Stahr] places Jay once
again in the company of America’s greatest statesmen, where he unquestionably belongs.” —Publishers
Weekly “Even-handed . . . Riveting on the matter of negotiating tactics, as practiced by Adams, Jay and
adams-vs-jefferson-the-tumultuous-election-of-1800-john-ferling
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Franklin.” —The Economist “Stahr has not only given us a meticulous study of the life of John Jay, but one
very much in the spirit of the man . . . Thorough, fair, consistently intelligent, and presented with the most
scrupulous accuracy. Let us hope that this book helps to retrieve Jay from the relative obscurity to which
he has been unfairly consigned.” —Ron Chernow, author of Alexander Hamilton
My Dearest Friend-John Adams 2007 Presents a collection of letters between John and Abigail Adams that
chronicle their lives and the events that surrounded them.
Handbook of Radiation Effects-Andrew Holmes-Siedle 2002-01-17 New edition of this practical and
educational handbook for engineer-designers and other professionals. It describes the electronic
technology of the new millennium and the complex physical and engineering problems that occur when
such equipment is exposed to radiation. The authors have an accumulated joint combined experience in
the field of about 75 years, giving a broader blend of experience than any existing book in the field.
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