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Getting the books russian thinkers isaiah berlin now is not type of challenging means. You could not
without help going once ebook collection or library or borrowing from your contacts to entrance them. This is
an unconditionally simple means to specifically get guide by on-line. This online message russian thinkers
isaiah berlin can be one of the options to accompany you bearing in mind having new time.
It will not waste your time. receive me, the e-book will unconditionally vent you new event to read. Just invest
little get older to admittance this on-line publication russian thinkers isaiah berlin as without difficulty as
evaluation them wherever you are now.

Russian Thinkers-Isaiah Berlin 1994 The theme that links the essays in this book, written over 30 years, is
the phenomenon of the Russian intelligentsia, which Isaiah Berlin describes as the largest single Russian
contribution to social change in the world.
The Soviet Mind-Isaiah Berlin 2004 Isaiah Berlins response to the Soviet Union was central to his identity,
both personally and intellectually. Never before collected, Berlins writings about the USSR include his
accounts of his famous meetings with Russian writers shortly after the Second World War; the celebrated
1945 Foreign Office memorandum on the state of the arts under Stalin; his account of Stalins manipulative
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artificial dialectic; portraits of Osip Mandelshtam and Boris Pasternak; his survey of Soviet Russian
culture written after a visit in 1956; a postscript stimulated by the events of 1989; and more.
The Hedgehog and the Fox-Isaiah Berlin 2013-06-02 "The fox knows many things, but the hedgehog knows
one big thing." This ancient Greek aphorism, preserved in a fragment from the poet Archilochus, describes
the central thesis of Isaiah Berlin's masterly essay on Leo Tolstoy and the philosophy of history, the
subject of the epilogue to War and Peace. Although there have been many interpretations of the adage,
Berlin uses it to mark a fundamental distinction between human beings who are fascinated by the infinite
variety of things and those who relate everything to a central, all-embracing system. Applied to Tolstoy,
the saying illuminates a paradox that helps explain his philosophy of history: Tolstoy was a fox, but
believed in being a hedgehog. One of Berlin's most celebrated works, this extraordinary essay offers
profound insights about Tolstoy, historical understanding, and human psychology. This new edition
features a revised text that supplants all previous versions, English translations of the many passages in
foreign languages, a new foreword in which Berlin biographer Michael Ignatieff explains the enduring
appeal of Berlin's essay, and a new appendix that provides rich context, including excerpts from reviews
and Berlin's letters, as well as a startling new interpretation of Archilochus's epigram.
Selected Writings-Isaiah Berlin 1978
Toward Another Shore-Aileen Kelly 1998 In this thought-provoking book, an internationally acclaimed
scholar writes about the passion for ideology among nineteenth- and twentieth-century Russian
intellectuals and about the development of sophisticated critiques of ideology by a continuing minority of
Russian thinkers inspired by libertarian humanism. Aileen Kelly sets the conflict between utopian and antiutopian traditions in Russian thought within the context of the shift in European thought away from faith
in universal systems and "grand narratives" of progress toward an acceptance of the role of chance and
contingency in nature and history. In the current age, as we face the dilemma of how to prevent the
erosion of faith in absolutes and final solutions from ending in moral nihilism, we have much to learn from
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the struggles, failures, and insights of Russian thinkers, Kelly says. Her essays--some of them tours de
force that have appeared before as well as substantial new studies of Turgenev, Herzen, and the Signposts
debate--illuminate the insights of Russian intellectuals into the social and political consequences of ideas
of such seminal Western thinkers as Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, and Darwin. Russian Literature and
Thought Series
Russian Thinkers-Isaiah Berlin 2013-03-07 Few, if any, English-language critics have written as
perceptively as Isaiah Berlin about Russian thought and culture. Russian Thinkers is his unique meditation
on the impact that Russia's outstanding writers and philosophers had on its culture. In addition to
Tolstoy's philosophy of history, which he addresses in his most famous essay, 'The Hedgehog and the Fox,'
Berlin considers the social and political circumstances that produced such men as Herzen, Bakunin,
Turgenev, Belinsky, and others of the Russian intelligentsia, who made up, as Berlin describes, 'the largest
single Russian contribution to social change in the world.'
Freedom and Its Betrayal-Isaiah Berlin 2003-02-16 Isaiah Berlin's celebrated radio lectures on six
formative anti-liberal thinkers were broadcast by the BBC in 1952. They are published here for the first
time, fifty years later. They comprise one of Berlin's earliest and most convincing expositions of his views
on human freedom and on the history of ideas--views that later found expression in such famous works as
"Two Concepts of Liberty," and were at the heart of his lifelong work on the Enlightenment and its critics.
Working with BBC transcripts and Berlin's annotated drafts, Henry Hardy has recreated these lectures,
which consolidated the forty-three-year-old Berlin's growing reputation as a man who could speak about
intellectual matters in an accessible and involving way. In his lucid examination of sometimes complex
ideas, Berlin demonstrates that a balanced understanding and a resilient defense of human liberty depend
on learning both from the errors of freedom's alleged defenders and from the dark insights of its avowed
antagonists. This book throws light on the early development of Berlin's most influential ideas and
supplements his already published writings with fuller treatments of Helvétius, Rousseau, Fichte, Hegel,
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and Saint-Simon, with the ultra-conservative Maistre bringing up the rear. These thinkers gave to freedom
a new dimension of power--power that, Berlin argues, has historically brought about less, not more,
individual liberty. These lectures show Berlin at his liveliest and most torrentially spontaneous, testifying
to his talents as a teacher of rare brilliance and impact. Listeners tuned in expectantly each week to the
hour-long broadcasts and found themselves mesmerized by Berlin's astonishingly fluent extempore style.
One listener, a leading historian of ideas who was then a schoolboy, was to recount that the lectures
"excited me so much that I sat, for every talk, on the floor beside the wireless, taking notes." This
excitement is at last recreated here for all to share.
My Past and Thoughts-Aleksandr Herzen 1924
Isaiah Berlin-Michael Ignatieff 1999-10-15 A biography of the Soviet-born British philosopher describes
how he was shaped by the politics and culture of his time, and his contributions to contemporary liberal
philosophy
The Power Of Ideas-Isaiah Berlin 2012-06-30 'Over a hundred years ago, the German poet Heine warned
the French not to underestimate the power of ideas: philosophical concepts nurtured in the stillness of a
professor's study could destroy a civilisation' - Isaiah Berlin, Two Concepts of Liberty, 1958. The nineteen
essays collected here show Isaiah Berlin at his most lucid: these short, introductory pieces provide the
perfect starting point for the reader new to his work. Their linking theme is the crucial social and political
role of ideas, and of their progenitors. The subjects vary widely - from philosophy to education, from
Russia to Israel, from Marxism to romanticism - and the appositeness of Heine's warning is exemplified on
a broad front. The contents include Berlin's last essay - a retrospective autobiographical survey and the
classic statement of his Zionist views. As a whole the book exhibits the full range of his expertise, and
demonstrates the enormously engaging individuality, as well as the power, of his own ideas.
Selected Writings-Robert Musil 1986 Writings: Young Torless, Three Women, The Perfecting of a Love and
other Writings, by Musil by Robert Musil>
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Personal Impressions-Isaiah Berlin 2012-06-30 This enthusiastically received collection contains Isaiah
Berlin's appreciation of seventeen people of unusual distinction in the intellectual or political world sometimes in both. The names of many of them are familiar - Winston Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Chaim Weizmann, Albert Einstein, L. B. Namier, J. L. Austin, Maurice Bowra. With the exception of
Roosevelt he met them all, and he knew many of them well. For this new edition four new portraits have
been added, including recollections of Virginia Woolf and Edmund Wilson. The volume ends with a vivid
and moving account of Berlin's meetings in Russia with Boris Pasternak and Anna Akhmatova in 1945 and
1956.
Motherland-Lesley Chamberlain 2008-09-01 Introduces key Russian thinkers prior to the 1917 revolution,
offering insight into regional philosophical belief systems about happiness, society, and morality that
challenges popular conceptions.
The Cambridge Companion to Isaiah Berlin-Joshua Cherniss 2018-10-04 Isaiah Berlin remains one of the
seminal political philosophers of the twentieth century. This book explains his enduring relevance as we
face the challenges of the twenty-first.
Against the Current-Isaiah Berlin 2013-06-02 In this outstanding collection of essays, Isaiah Berlin, one of
the great thinkers of the twentieth century, discusses the importance of dissenters in the history of ideas-among them Machiavelli, Vico, Montesquieu, Herzen, and Sorel. With his unusual powers of imaginative
re-creation, Berlin brings to life original minds that swam against the current of their times--and still
challenge conventional wisdom. In a new foreword to this corrected edition, which also includes a new
appendix of letters in which Berlin discusses and further illuminates some of its topics, noted essayist
Mark Lilla argues that Berlin's decision to give up a philosophy fellowship and become a historian of ideas
represented not an abandonment of philosophy but a decision to do philosophy by other, perhaps better,
means. "His instinct told him," Lilla writes, "that you learn more about an idea as an idea when you know
something about its genesis and understand why certain people found it compelling and were spurred to
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action by it." This collection of fascinating intellectual portraits is a rich demonstration of that belief.
A History of Russian Philosophy 1830–1930-G. M. Hamburg 2010-04-22 The great age of Russian
philosophy spans the century between 1830 and 1930 - from the famous Slavophile-Westernizer
controversy of the 1830s and 1840s, through the 'Silver Age' of Russian culture at the beginning of the
twentieth century, to the formation of a Russian 'philosophical emigration' in the wake of the Russian
Revolution. This volume is a major history and interpretation of Russian philosophy in this period.
Eighteen chapters (plus a substantial introduction and afterword) discuss Russian philosophy's main
figures, schools and controversies, while simultaneously pursuing a common central theme: the
development of a distinctive Russian tradition of philosophical humanism focused on the defence of human
dignity. As this volume shows, the century-long debate over the meaning and grounds of human dignity,
freedom and the just society involved thinkers of all backgrounds and positions, transcending easy
classification as 'religious' or 'secular'. The debate still resonates strongly today.
Political Ideas in the Romantic Age-Isaiah Berlin 2014-05-25 This new edition features the previously
unpublished delivery text of Berlin's inaugural lecture as a professor at Oxford, which derives from this
volume and stands as the briefest and most pithy version of his famous essay "Two Concepts of Liberty.?
Political Ideas in the Romantic Age is the only book in which the great intellectual historian Isaiah Berlin
lays out in one continuous account most of his key insights about the period he made his own. Written for
a series of lectures at Bryn Mawr College in 1952, and heavily revised and expanded by Berlin afterward,
the book argues that the political ideas of 1760-1830 are still largely ours, down to the language and
metaphors they are expressed in. Berlin provides a vivid account of some of the era’s most influential
thinkers, including Rousseau, Fichte, Hegel, Helvetius, Condorcet, Saint-Simon, and Schelling. Written in
Berlin’s characteristically accessible style, this is his longest single text. Distilling his formative early work
and containing much that is not to be found in his famous essays, the book is of great interest both for
what it reveals about the continuing influence of Romantic political thinking and for what it shows about
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the development of Berlin’s own influential thought. The book has been carefully prepared by Berlin's
longtime editor Henry Hardy, and Joshua L. Cherniss provides an illuminating introduction that sets it in
the context of Berlin's life and work.
The Crooked Timber Of Humanity-Isaiah Berlin 2012-06-30 Isaiah Berlin is regarded by many as one of
the greatest historians of ideas of his time. In The Crooked Timber of Humanity, he argues passionately,
eloquently, and subtly, that what he calls 'the Great Goods' of human aspiration - liberty, justice, equality do not cohere and never can. Pluralism and variety of thought are not avoidable compromises, but the
glory of civilisation. In an age of increasing ideological fundamentalism and intolerance we need to listen
to Isaiah Berlin more carefully than ever before.
The Sense of Reality-Isaiah Berlin 1998-12-26 Essays discuss realism in history, political judgment, the
impact of Marxism, and the origins of nationalism
Isaiah Berlin and the Enlightenment-Laurence Brockliss 2016-10-20 Isaiah Berlin (1909-97) was
recognized as Britain's most distinguished historian of ideas. Many of his essays discussed thinkers of
what this book calls the 'long Enlightenment' (from Vico in the eighteenth century to Marx and Mill in the
nineteenth, with Machiavelli as a precursor). Yet he is particularly associated with the concept of the
'Counter-Enlightenment', comprising those thinkers (Herder, Hamann, and even Kant) who in Berlin's
view reacted against the Enlightenment's naïve rationalism, scientism and progressivism, its assumption
that human beings were basically homogeneous and could be rendered happy by the remorseless
application of scientific reason. Berlin's 'Counter-Enlightenment' has received critical attention, but noone has yet analysed the understanding of the Enlightenment on which it rests. Isaiah Berlin and the
Enlightenment explores the development of Berlin's conception of the Enlightenment, noting its curious
narrowness, its ambivalence, and its indebtedness to a specific German intellectual tradition. Contributors
to the book examine his comments on individual writers, showing how they were inflected by his
questionable assumptions, and arguing that some of the writers he assigned to the 'Counterrussian-thinkers-isaiah-berlin
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Enlightenment' have closer affinities to the Enlightenment than he recognized. By locating Berlin in the
history of Enlightenment studies, this book also makes a contribution to defining the historical place of his
work and to evaluating his intellectual legacy.
The Hedgehog and the Fox-Isaiah Berlin 2014-11-13 Isaiah Berlin's classic essay on Tolstoy - an exciting
new edition with new criticism and a foreword. 'The fox knows many things, but the hedgehog knows one
big thing.' This fragment of Archilochus, which gives this book its title, describes the central thesis of
Isaiah Berlin's masterly essay on Tolstoy. There have been various interpretations of Archilochus'
fragment; Isaiah Berlin has simply used it, without implying anything about the true meaning of the
words, to outline a fundamental distinction that exists in mankind, between those who are fascinated by
the infinite variety of things (foxes) and those who relate everything to a central all-embracing system
(hedgehogs). When applied to Tolstoy, the image illuminates a paradox of his philosophy of history, and
shows why he was frequently misunderstood by his contemporaries and critics. Tolstoy was by nature a
fox, but he believed in being a hedgehog.
Three Critics of the Enlightenment-Isaiah Berlin 2000-10 Princeton is pleased to return to print Isaia
Berlin's essays on three uncelebrated thinkers--Vico, Hamann, and Herder--which have been edited by
Hardy to introduce this important work to a broader readership. These essays are not marginal
ruminations, but rather Berlin's most important studies in the history of ideas.
In Search of Isaiah Berlin-Henry Hardy 2020-07-30 Isaiah Berlin was one of the greatest thinkers of the
twentieth century - a man who set ideas on fire. His defence of liberty and plurality was passionate and
persuasive and inspired a generation. His ideas - especially his reasoned rejection of excessive certainty
and political despotism - have become even more prescient and vital today. But who was the man behind
such influential views? In Search of Isaiah Berlin tells the compelling story of a decades-long collaboration
between Berlin and his editor, Henry Hardy, who made it his vocation to bring Berlin's huge body of work
into print. Hardy discovered that Berlin had written far more than people thought, much of it unpublished.
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As he describes his struggles with Berlin, who was almost on principle unwilling to have his work
published, an intimate and revealing picture of the self-deprecating philosopher emerges. This is a unique
portrait of a man who gave us a new way of thinking about the human predicament, and whose work had
for most of his life remained largely out of view.
The Roots of Romanticism-Sir Isaiah Berlin 2001 One of the century's most influential philosophers
assesses a movement that changed the course of history in this unedited transcript of his 1965 Mellon
lecture series. "Exhilaratingly thought-provoking".--"Times London".
Against the Current-Isaiah Berlin 1997 In this outstanding collection of essays, Isaiah Berlin, one of the
great thinkers of the twentieth century, discusses the importance in the history of thought of dissenters
whose ideas still challenge conventional wisdom--among them Machiavelli, Vico, Montesquieu, Herzen,
and Sorel. With his unusual powers of imaginative re-creation, Berlin brings to life original minds that
swam against the current of their times.
A History of Russian Thought-Andrzej Walicki 1979 This book covers virtually all the significant Russian
thinkers from the age of Catherine the Great Down to the eve of the 1905 Revolution.
Comrade Criminal-Stephen Handelman 1995 Written by a veteran foreign correspondent and former
Moscow bureau chief for the "Toronto Star", this riveting book presents the first comprehensive
investigation into the organized crime and corruption that plague Russia today. A "New York Times"
Notable Book of 1995. Illustrations.
Concepts and Categories-Isaiah Berlin 2012-08-31 Although Isaiah Berlin liked to say that he left
philosophy for the history of ideas after the Second World War, there is a decided continuity between his
more purely philosophical writings, most of which are collected in this volume, and the more historical
work for which he is better known. Included here are Berlin's early arguments against logical positivism
and later essays which more evidently reflect his life-long interest in political theory, intellectual history
and the philosophy of history. In two related pieces he gives his view on the philosopher's task, to uncover
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the various models - the concepts and categories - that we bring to our experience, and that help to form
it. In his own words 'The goal of philosophy is always the same, to assist men to understand themselves
and thus operate in the open, and not wildly, in the dark.'
The Book of Isaiah-Henry Hardy 2013 This collection of pen-portraits of the renowned public intellectual
Isaiah Berlin, published to mark the centenary of his birth, brings him vividly to life from many vantagepoints: essential reading for all who seek to understand the full range of his impact.
The Proper Study Of Mankind-Isaiah Berlin 2012-12-31 Isaiah Berlin was one of the leading thinkers of the
century, and one of the finest writers. The Proper Study Of Mankind selects some of the best of his essays.
The full (and enormous) range of his work is represented here, from the exposition of his most distinctive
doctrine - pluralism - to studies of Machiavelli, Tolstoy, Churchill and Roosevelt. In these pages he
encapsulates the principal movements that characterise the modern age: romanticism, historicism,
Fascism, relativism, irrationalism and nationalism. His ideas are always tied to the people who conceived
them, so that abstractions are brought alive. His insights both illuminate the past and offer a key to the
burning issues of the today.
Russia in the Wake of the Cold War-Dorothy Horsfield 2017-05-30 This study examines the enduring Cold
War legacies underpinning Western perceptions of contemporary Russia under President Vladimir Putin.
It analyzes the ways in which the West has interpreted and reacted to Russia’s domestic authoritarianism
and foreign policy behavior and argues for diplomatic engagement based on liberal pluralism.
A Herzen Reader-Alexander Herzen 2012-11-30 A Herzen Reader presents in English for the first time one
hundred essays and editorials by the radical Russian thinker Alexander Herzen (1812–1870). Herzen
wrote most of these pieces for The Bell, a revolutionary newspaper he launched with the poet Nikolai
Ogaryov in London in 1857. Smugglers secretly carried copies of The Bell into Russia, where it influenced
debates over the emancipation of the serfs and other reforms. With his characteristic irony, Herzen
addressed such issues as freedom of speech, a nonviolent path to socialism, and corruption and paranoia
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at the highest levels of government. He discussed what he saw as the inability of even a liberator like Czar
Alexander II to commit to change. A Herzen Reader stands on its own for its fascinating glimpse into
Russian intellectual life of the 1850s and 1860s. It also provides invaluable context for understanding
Herzen’s contemporaries, including Fyodor Dostoevsky and Ivan Turgenev.
The Philosophy of Isaiah Berlin-Johnny Lyons 2020-01-23 'I gradually came to the conclusion that I should
prefer a field in which one could hope to know more at the end of one's life than when one had begun.' So
thought Isaiah Berlin toward the end of the Second World War, when he decided to bid farewell to
philosophy in favour of the history of ideas. In The Philosophy of Isaiah Berlin Johnny Lyons shows that
Berlin's approach to intellectual history amounted to the pursuit of philosophy by other means, creating a
more original and fruitful engagement with his lifelong subject. By recasting Berlin as a philosopher who
took humanity and history seriously, Lyons reveals the underlying unity of his wide-ranging and disparate
ideas and throws into sharp relief the enduring moral charm of his outlook. Lyons emphasises aspects of
Berlin's thinking that have largely been neglected. These include his recognition of historical contingency
and of the importance of truth in human affairs, his scepticism about the so-called implications of
determinism for our everyday understanding of freedom, and his deeper reasons for thinking that negative
liberty should be valued. This introduction to Berlin's thought, and particularly its examination of these
mainly overlooked elements of his outlook, reveals a new Berlin, one with surprising and urgent
contemporary relevance to the debates that continue to dominate philosophy, politics and intellectual
history today.
Unfinished Dialogue-Sir Isaiah Berlin 2006
Conversations with Isaiah Berlin-Ramin Jahanbegloo 2011-10-10 An illuminating and witty dialogue with
one of the greatest intellectual figures of the twentieth century. Ramin Jahanbegloo's interview with Isaiah
Berlin grew into a series of five conversations which offer an intimate view of Berlin and his ideas. They
include discussions on pluralism and liberty as well as the thinkers and writers who influenced Berlin. This
russian-thinkers-isaiah-berlin
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revised edition provided an excellent introduction to Berlin's thought. Ramin Jahanbegloo is an Iranian
philosopher, who has taught in Europe and North America. In 2006 he was imprisoned for several months
in Iran. He is currently teaching Political Philosophy at Toronto University. 'Though like Our Lord and
Socrates he does not publish much, he thinks and says a great deal and has had an enormous influence on
our times'. Maurice Bowra 'Berlin never talks down to the interviewer. Conversations here means the
minds of the interviewed and interviewer meet on equal terms in language that is transparently clear,
informed, witty and entertaining'. Stephen Spender 'He is wise without seeming pompous, witty without
seeming trivial, affectionate without seeming sentimental'. Michael Ignatieff 'Isaiah Berlin... has for fifty
years in this talkative and quarrelsome city (Oxford) been something special, admired by all and disliked
by no-one... a benevolent super-don'. John Bayley http://berlin.wolf.ox.ac.uk/
Isaiah Berlin-A. Dubnov 2012-03-14 This study offers an intellectual biography of the philosopher, political
thinker, and historian of ideas Sir Isaiah Berlin. It aims to provide the first historically contextualized
monographic study of Berlin's formative years and identify different stages in his intellectual development,
allowing a reappraisal of his theory of liberalism.
Russian Intellectual History-Marc Raeff 1999 Acquaints those unable to read Russian with writings that
have helped to shape the social and political consciousness of modern Russia. Most of these documents,
from the 18th and 19th centuries, have never appeared in English.
Isaiah Berlin-John Gray 2020-05-26 Isaiah Berlin (1909-1997) was the greatest intellectual historian of the
twentieth century. But his work also made an original and important contribution to moral and political
philosophy and to liberal theory. In 1921, at the age of eleven, Isaiah Berlin arrived in England from Riga,
Latvia. By the time he was thirty he was at the heart of British intellectual life. He has remained its
commanding presence ever since, and few would dispute that he was one of Britain's greatest thinkers.
His reputation extends worldwide--as a great conversationalist, intellectual historian, and man of letters.
He has been called the century's most inspired reader. Yet Berlin's contributions to thought--in particular
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to moral and political philosophy, and to liberal theory--are little understood, and surprisingly neglected
by the academic world. In this book, they are shown to be animated by a single, powerful, subversive idea:
value-pluralism which affirms the reality of a deep conflict between ultimate human values that reason
cannot resolve. Though bracingly clear-headed, humane and realist, Berlin's value-pluralism runs against
the dominant Western traditions, secular and religious, which avow an ultimate harmony of values. It
supports a highly distinctive restatement of liberalism in Berlin's work--an agnostic liberalism, which is
founded not on rational choice but on the radical choices we make when faced with intractable dilemmas.
It is this new statement of liberalism, the central subject of John Gray's lively and lucid book, which gives
the liberal intellectual tradition a new lease on life, a new source of life, and which comprises Berlin's
central and enduring legacy. In a new introduction, Gray argues that, in a world in which human freedom
has spread more slowly than democracy, Berlin's account of liberty and basic decency is more instructive
and useful than ever.
Enlightening: Letters 1946 - 1960-Isaiah Berlin 2012-06-30 'People are my landscape', Isaiah Berlin liked
to say, and nowhere is the truth of this observation more evident than in his letters. He is a fascinated
watcher of human beings in all their variety, and revels in describing them to his many correspondents.
His letters combine ironic social comedy and a passionate concern for individual freedom. His
interpretation of political events, historical and contemporary, and his views on how life should be lived,
are always grounded in the personal, and his fiercest condemnation is reserved for purveyors of grand
abstract theories that ignore what people are really like. This second volume of Berlin's letters takes up
the story when, after war service in the United States, he returns to life as an Oxford don. Against the
background of post-war austerity, the letters chart years of academic frustration and self-doubt, the
intellectual explosion when he moves from philosophy to the history of ideas, his growing national fame as
broadcaster and lecturer, the publication of some of his best-known works, his election to a professorship,
and his reaction to knighthood. These are the years, too, of momentous developments in his private life:
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the bachelor don's loss of sexual innocence, the emotional turmoil of his father's death, his courtship of a
married woman and transformation into husband and stepfather. Above all, these revealing letters vividly
display Berlin's effervescent personality - often infuriating, but always irresistible.
Building-Isaiah Berlin 2013-08-31 In the period covered here (1960–75) Isaiah Berlin creates Wolfson
College, Oxford; John F. Kennedy becomes US President (and is assassinated); Berlin dines with JFK on
the day he is told of the Soviet missile bases in Cuba; the Six-Day Arab–Israeli war of 1967 creates
problems that are still with us today; Richard M. Nixon succeeds Johnson as US President and resigns
over Watergate; and the long agony of the Vietnam War grinds on in the background. At the same time
Berlin publishes some of his most important work, including Four Essays on Liberty – the key texts of his
liberal pluralism – and the essays later included in Vico and Herder. He talks on the radio, appears on
television and in documentary films and gives numerous lectures, especially his celebrated Mellon
Lectures, later published as The Roots of Romanticism. Behind these public events is a constant stream of
gossip and commentary, acerbic humour and warm personal feeling. Berlin writes about an enormous
range of topics to a sometimes dazzling cast of correspondents. This new volume leaves no doubt that
Berlin is one of the very best letter-writers of the twentieth century.
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